cablecast transmitter for communicating a unit of data, a data receiver, a control signal 

2 detector, and a controller or computer capable of controlling one or more of said 

3 selective transmission devices, and with said remote transmitter station adapted to 
*A detect the presence of one\or more control signals, to control the communication of 

|A,5 specific instruct signa0in Response to detected specific control signals, and to deliver at 

A ( 6 its-broadcast or cablecast tralnsmitter one or more instruct signals, said method of 

\\s7 communicating comprising tlie steps of: 

\S 8 (1) receiving an instruct signal to be transmitted by the remote 

9 intermediate data transmitter station and delivering said instruct signal to a transmitter; 

\^ 10 (2) receiving onaor more control signals which at the remote 

'1-1*11 \ ^ ^ 1 

11 intermediate data transmitter statical operate to control the communication of said " 

12 instruct signal; and 

13 (3) transmitting said\one or more control signals to sai^transmitter 
\}K 14 before a specific time. 



15 v 6. The method of claim 5, whWein said one or more control signals comprise 

16 U a code or datum which operates at the remote intermediate data transmitter station to 

17 identify said instruct signal or some information associated with said instruct signal, 
18 said method further comprising the step o 

^ transmitting a second instruct Signal which operates at the remote 

1 tC M 

20 intermediate data transmitter station at said specific time to communicate said first 

21 "1 named instruct signal to a transmitter. 1 

22 7. The method of claim 5, wherein said specific time is a scheduled time of 

23 transmitting said instruct signal or some information associated with said instruct 

24 signal from said remote intermediate data transmitter station and said one or more 

25 control signals are effective at said remote intermediate data transmitter station to 

26 C control one or more of said plurality of selective transmission devices at different times. 




1 8. The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of embedding a 

2 specific one of said one or more control signals in said iKsteuct signal or in an 

3 information transmission containing said instruct signal before transmitting said 
T 4 instruct signal to said ren\ote transmitter station. 

5 9. The method df claim 5, wherein said remote intermediate data transmitter 

6 station communicates instruct signals according to a schedule and a specific one of said 

7 one or more control signals is effective at the remote intermediate data transmitter 

8 station to communicate said instruct signal to a plurality of transmitters or to a 

9 ^ transmitter a plurality of times. 

10 10. A method of controlling a remote intermediate data transmitter station to 

\\ communicate data to one or more receiver stations, with said remote transmitter station 

12 including a broadcast or cablecast transmitter for transmitting said data, a plurality of 

13 selective transmission devices each operatively connected to said broadcast or cablecast 

14 ^ transmitter for communicating said data, a data receiver, a control signal detector, and a 

15 controller or computer capable of controlling one or more of said selective transmission 

16 devices, and with said remote transmitter station adapted to detect one or more control 

\ -v 

17 signals, to control the communication of said data in response to one or more detected 

18 specific control signals, and to deliver data at its broadcast or cablecast transmitter, said 

19 method of communicating comprising the steps of: 

20 (1) receiving data to be transmitted by the remote intermediate data 

21 transmitter station and delivering said data tA a transmitter, said data comprising an 

22 instruct signal; 



23 (2). receiving one or more contrpl signals which at the remote 

24 \>s inter 

25 \fe and 



24 \>\ intermediate data transmitter station operate to control the communication of said data; 



3 



Y 



1 ^ (3) transmitting said one or more control signals to said transmitter 

2 before a specific time. 

_3 11. A method of controlling a remote television transmitter station to 

^ 4 communicate television program material to one or more receiver stations, with said 

5 / remote television transmitter station including a broadcast or cablecast transmitter for 

6 transmitting one or more units oft television programming, a plurality of selective 

7 ; transmission devices each operatrirely connected to said broadcast or cablecast 

8 transmitter for communicating a unit of television programming, a television receiver, a 

9 control signal detector, and a controler or computer capable of controlling one or more 
10 of said selective transmission devices\and with said remote transmitter station adapted 

* 11 to detect the presence of one or more control signals, to control the communication of 

12 specific units of television programmin^in response to detected specific control signals, 

13 and to deliver at its broadcast or cablecast transmitter one or more units of television 

14 programming, said method of communicating comprising the steps of: 

15 (1) receiving a unit of television programming to be transmitted by the 

16 remote intermediate television transmitter station and delivering said unit of television 

17 programming to a transmitter; 

18 (2) , receiving one or more contVol signals which at the remote 

19 intermediate television transmitter station operate to control the communication of a 

20 specific one or more of said plurality of units of television programming; and 

21 * (3) transmitting said one or moracontrol signals to said transmitter 

22 >0 before a specific time. 



23 



12. A method of controlling the communication between an intermediate data 



24 ^ transmitter station and one or more remote receiver stations, said transmitter station 

25 2 having a plurality of transmission devices, a controller Computer operatively connected 

26 to said plurality of transmission devices, said one or more receiver stations having a 



1 g signal detector and a receiver station processor, said receiver station adapted to detect 

2 lo control signals, said method of controlling communication comprising the steps of: 

3 1 (1) . receiving a plurality of units of data at an intermediate data 

\ — *\ 
^ 1 4 § transmitter station, said plurality of units of data encoding video, audio, text / ^remote^ 1/ ^ 

5 control signals and including an instruct signal; q 




6 (2) receivingpne or more control signals at said transmitter station, 

7 ^ said one or more control signals operating to delay the transmission of a specific one of 

8 *l said plurality, of units of data; aA 

9 \\ (3) transmitting Aaid one or more units of data and said one or more 

10 H control signals from said transmitter station, through a broadcast or cable cast network 

11 to said one or more remote receiver Stations. 

12 | 13. - A method of communicating television program material from a \ 

13 U television transmitter station to one or more television receiver stations, said television 

14 3 transmitter station including one or mora broadcast or cablecast transmitters, a selective 

15 M transmission device, one or more television programming sources, a processor, one or 

16 ^ more decoders or detectors, and with each bf said one or more broadcast or cablecast 

17 \ transmitters for transmitting a television signal to said one or more receiver stations, 

18 ^ said selective transmission device for communicating signals, each of said one or more 

19 § television programming sources for outputting^a television signal, said processor for 

20 C identifying signals, and said one or more decoders or detectors operatively connected to 

21 V° said processor for decoding an indentifier code ondetecting one or more identifier data, 

22 ^ said method comprising the steps of: 



5 



1 jV (1) receiving and storing a selection control signal; 

2 (2) , receiving from a remote station an information transmission comprising a 

3 television signal and one or more instruct signals/ v\ Qyd^ C>J ^ f 

4t (3) passing atVast some of sai^tdevision signal to said one or more decoders 

5 ^ or detectors and decoding^ or detectingsaid one or more instruct signals; 

6 A f (4) controlling said selective transmission device to communicate signals 

7 based on said selection control signal and said decoded or detected one or more instruct 

8 signals; 

9 ip (5) communicating aY least one television signal from said one or more 

10 television programming sources to said one or more broadcast or cablecast transmitters 

11 based on said step of controlling said selective transmission device; and 

12 (6) transmitting one or r^ore scheduled television signals to said one or more 

13 y\ television receiver stations. 

14 14. The method of claim 13, Wherein said controlled one or more of said 

15 plurality of selective transmission devidp includes a plurality of outputs, said method 

16 further comprising the step of: 

17 controlling said one or more selective transmission devices to communicate 

18 ^ television programming to each of said plurality of outputs. 

19 15. The method of claim 13, whereim said controlled one or more of said 

20 plurality of selective transmission devices includes a plurality of inputs, said method 
21^ further having one step from the group consisting of: 



6 



1 U controlling\said one or more selective transmission devices to communicate some 

2 of said television programming from one said plurality of inputs in accordance with 

3 said selection control signal; 

4 ^ controlling sard one or more selective transmission devices to communicate some 

5 ^ of said television programming from^n^)said plurality of inputs on the basis of said 



6 ^ instruct, signal; and 

7 t° controlling said one or more selective transmission devices to communicate some 

8 ^ of said television programming from each of said plurality of inputs. 

9 16. The method of claim 13, wherein said selection control signal is a schedule 

10 for transmitting said television programming and said one or more instruct signals 

11 designate one or more units <^f said television programming, said method further 

12 comprising the steps of: 

13 5 selecting one or more urtits of television programming on the basis of a specific 

14 instruct signal; and 

15 transmitting each of said selected one or more units of television programming 

16 ^ according to said schedule. 

17 17. The method of claim 13l, wherein said transmitter station receives a 

18 plurality of instruct signal types from one or more remote sources, said method further 

19 having one step from the group consisting of: 

20 controlling said one or more selective transmission devices to communicate at 

21 ^ least some of television programming from a selected input source in response to an 

22 \o instruct selection signal; 
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1 ^ controlling said one or more selective transmission devices to communicate at 

2 least some some oAsaid television programming from a selected input source in 

3 i0 response to an instruct immediate transmission signal; 

\ 

controlling said one or more selective transmission devices to communicate 

5 television programming to a storage device in response to an instruct delayed 

6 transmission signal; and\ 

7 programming said transmitter station to respond to a plurality of instruct signal 

8 \^types. \ 

9 18. The method of claim 13, wherein said received information transmission 

10 further comprises a television signal or said one or more instruct signals include digital 

11 data, said method further having\one step from the group consisting of: 

12 identifying a source of said information transmission; 

13 ^ programming said transmitter station to select one or more units of television 

14 programming based on said information transmission; 

15 selecting said communicated television programming based on information 

16 contained in said information transmission; 

17 communicating said transmitted television programming from said program 

18 \p input receiver based on a specific one of sa\d decoded or detected one or more instruct 

19 signals; and \ 

20 communicating a unit of television programming to a storage device based on 

21 0 7 said information transmission. \ 
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1 19. The method ©f claim 13, wherein one of said plurality of selective 

2 transmission devices is a stoYage device, said method further comprising one step from 

3 the group consisting of: \ 

4 selecting said storage device based on said selection control signal; 

5 selecting said storage device based on information contained in said received 

6 information transmission; \ 

7 controlling said controlled one or more of said plurality of selective transmission 

8 devices to communicate television programming to said storage device; 

9 communicating television programming from said program input receiver to 

10 said storage device; \ 

11 controlling said storage device to store or output television programming based 

12 on said selection control signal or information contained in said received information 

13 transmission; \ 

14 passing one or more instruct signals from said storage device to a second 

15 decoder or detector; \ 

16 informing said computer of specific television programming stored at said 

17 storage device based on said received one or more instruct signals; and 

18 controlling said controlled one or more of said plurality of selective transmission 

19 devices to communicate television programming from storage device. 

20 i 20. A method of communicating television program material from a 

21 \ television transmitter station to one or more television receiver stations, said television 

22 <y transmitter station including a plurality of broadcast or cablecast transmitters, a switch 

23 ^ with a plurality of inputs, a television programming source, a computer, a decoder or 

9 



* 



1 £ detector, and with each of said plurality of broadcast or cablecast transmitters for 

2 transmitting television programming, said switch operatively connected one or more of 

3 said broadcast or cablecast transmitter for communicating television programming, said 

4 television programming^ ource operatively connected to one of said plurality of inputs, 

5 said computer operativelv connected to at least one of said switch and said television 

6 ^ programming source for controlling said at least'wu), and said decoder or detector 

7 operatively connected to sai& computer for decoding or detecting an instruct signal, 

8 said method comprising the steps of: 

9 (1) receiving and storing a selection control signal; 

10 (2) selecting one of said plurality of broadcast or cablecast transmitters in 

11 ^ accordance with said received andWored selection control signal; 
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(3) receiving from a remoie station a broadcast or cablecast information 



13 transmission comprising one or more instruct signals; 

14 (4) passing at least some of sAid broadcast or cablecast information 

15 transmission to said decoder or detector and decoding or detecting said received one or 

16 ^f) more instruct signals; 

17 (5) controlling said at least one o A said switch and said television 



18 programming source to communicate television programming to said selected" 



19 broadcast or cablecast transmitter^ a specific\ime based on said decoded or detected 

20 one or more instruct signals; and 

21 -jc (6) transmitting television programming from said programming source to\ jJ^ Ja 



22 ^said one or more television receiver stations following said specific time. 
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1 21. The methoci of claim 20, wherein said television programming source 

2 receives said television programming from a remote station and said television 

3 programming is transmitted immediately to said one or more receiver stations. 

V 4 22. The method of claim 20, wherein said television programming source 

5 includes a storage device, said method further comprising the one step of the group 

6 3 consisting of: \ 

7 ^ selecting said storage devide in response to one of said decoded or detected one 

or more instruct signals; \ 
9 controlling said storage device to store or communicate television programming 

10 based on said decoded or detected one or more instruct signals; 

11 passing one or more instruct signals from said storage device to a second 

12 decoder or detector; \ 

13 p informing said computer of specifiA television programming stored at said 

14 storage device based on said received one or more instruct signals; and 

15 controlling said switch to communicate television programming from said 

16 storage device to an output in accordance with said selection control signal or said 

17 V\ decoded or detected one or more instruct signate. 

18 ■ 23. A method of communicating television program material from a 

19 television transmitter station to one or more television receiver stations, said television 

20 transmitter station including a plurality of broadcastW cablecast transmitters, a switch 

21 with a plurality of inputs, a television programming source, a computer, a decoder or 
22^ detector, and with each of said plurality of broadcast oncablecast transmitters for 
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1 k transmitting teleVision programming, said switch operatively connected to one or more 

2 of said broadcast or cablecast transmitter for communicating television programming, 

3 said television programming source operatively connected to one of said plurality of 

4 inputs, said computeAoperatively connected to at least one of said switch and said 

5 )0 television programming, source for controlling said at least one, and said decoder or 

6 v\ detector operatively connected to said computer for decoding or detecting an instruct 



7 signal, said method comprising the steps of: 

8 (1) receiving and storing a communication control signal; 

9 (2). receiving from gemote station <Tb^ information 

10 \^ transmission comprising an instruct selection signal; 

11 (3) passing at least soma of said broadcast or cablecast information 

12 transmission to said decoder or detector and decoding or detecting said received 

13 instruct selection signal; ^ \ 

14 (4) selecting one of said plurality of broadcast or cablecast transmitters in 

15 p accordance with said decoded or detected received instruct selection signal; 

16 (6) controlling said at least one of said switch and said television 

17 programming source to communicate television programming in accordance with said 

18 communication control signal; and \ 

19 (7) transmitting said television programming to said one or more television 

20 ""/receiver stations. \ 

21 24. The method of claim 23, wherein saiduelevision programming source 

22 receives a television signal and-an instruct delayed Wansmission signal from one or 

23 ^ more remote stations, said method further comprisingithe steps of: 
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t • 

1 M selecting^* t least some of said television signal based on said communication 

2 £ control signal or said instruct selection signal; and 

3 communicating said selected at least some of said television signal from said 

4 television programming source to said selected broadcast or cablecast transmitter 

5 ^ immediately. \ 

6 25. The method of claim 23, wherein said transmitter station receives from 

7 one or more remote stations a television signal and an instruct immediate transmission 

8 signal, said method furthencomprising the steps of: 

9 selecting at least some of said television signal based on said communication 

10 ^control signal or said instruct selection signal; 

11 communicating said selected at least some of said television signal to said 

12 television programming sourceAand 

13 storing said selected at least some of said television signal for delayed 

14 (^transmission. \ 

15 26. The method of claim 2$, wherein said switch includes a plurality of 

16 outputs, said method further comprising the steps of: 

\ _ ^ \S U 

17 receiving a television signal frorn^remote stations; ) 

18 controlling said switch to commuxricate said television signal selectively to said 

19 ^ plurality broadcast or cablecast transmitters or to a storage device and one of said 

20 \i plurality of broadcast or cablecast transmitters. 

21 27. The method of claim 23, wherein said computer controls said switch and 

22 -y said television programming source, said method further comprising the steps of: 
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